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1. Introduction 

 

The University of Crete (UoC), Department of Chemistry and the Foundation for 

Research Technology – Hellas (FORTH), Science and Technology Park of Crete (STEP-C) jointly 

organised a regional Workshop with the title “Chemistry and Cretan Industry”.  

The aim of the Workshop was to raise awareness and bring together graduates from the 

Department of Chemistry, businesses from the local chemical industry, and key stakeholders to 

discuss and exchange experiences, and to identify opportunities for potential co-operations.  

At the end of the Workshop, a round table session was also organised to review and follow up 

events’ outcomes, bringing together different points of view for an effective debate.   

 

Its main objectives were to: 

 Detect human capital needs of the local chemical industry; 

 Present the level of the University under and post graduate current curriculum; 

 Determine and explore available carrier opportunities for graduates with a potential in 

the local chemical industry;   

 Identify gaps between university curriculums and real industry needs;  

 Disseminate findings for further exploitation and improvements  

 

The Workshop convened experienced scholars and researchers, students and graduates 

from the Academic community, and different-level experts from the industrial sector. It was 

held in Heraklion-Crete, at Heraklion Chamber of Commerce & Industry premises, on 14th, May 

2010 in the context of PEOPLE NETWORK and BIOSOLENUTI European funded Projects. 
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2. Projects Description 

2.1 People Network Project  

 

 

People Network aims at the development and 

implementation of a coordination mechanism for stimulating 

closer cooperation among National Contact Points1 (NCPs) in  

Member States and Associated States for the PEOPLE Specific Programme of the Seventh 

Framework Programme2 (FP7).The Project facilitates the improvement of the overall quality of 

NCP services across Europe in the area of mobility, and increases the transparency of EU 

fellowships and training opportunities to ensure equal access for all. 

 

Basic objectives of the Project include:  

I. Reinforcing the NCPs networking process by promoting trans-national cooperation 

II. Identification and promotion of European best practices  

III. Provision of training and twinning measures tailored to the specific needs of PEOPLE 

NCPs 

IV. Improve communication with key stakeholders 

V. Support industrial participation in the PEOPLE Specific Programme 

 

The Project is financed by the EU and consists of 23 partners. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 NCPs are national structures established and financed by governments of the 27 EU member states and the 

states associated to the framework programme. NCPs give personalised support on the spot and in proposers' own 

languages, Further info: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/get-support_en.html  

2 http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html  

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/get-support_en.html
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html
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2.2 Biosolenuti Project  

 

This action emerges from a request for a bioinspired basic research in 

revolutionary chemistry for the highly efficient and cost effective 

production of fuels and electricity by the direct conversion of solar 

photons. The scientific innovation expected in this new 

photoconversion program will underpin future renewable technologies-Third Generation Solar 

Photon Conversion – based on advanced and functional bio-nanoarchitectures consisting of 

metalloporphyrins coupled with well-designed peripheral substutuants  as electron donors and 

electron acceptors friendly to the environment 

 

Basic objectives of the Project include:  

i. Upgrading the RTD capacity and capability of Laboratory of Bioinorganic Chemistry (LBIC), 

training of research staff, improvement of research management, scientific equipment as 

well as the quality of research for a bio-inspired solar energy utilization. 

ii. Improvement of the potential of the LBIC to participate in FP7 projects by a better 

integration in the European Research Area. 

iii. Molecular systems that mimic the photo conversion steps of photosynthesis have been 

synthesized using complex and costly sequences of chemical reactions. Yet, modular 

systems that avoid these difficulties by self-assembling into complete artificial 

photosynthetic systems remain largely unknown. The design and development of light-

harvesting, photo conversion, and catalytic modules capable of self-ordering and self-

assembling into an integrated functional unit will realize a solar fuels production system. 

iv. Achieving the goal of producing a functional integrated artificial photosynthetic system 

for efficient solar fuels production requires: 

- Developing innovative architectures for coupling light-harvesting, photoredox, and 

catalytic components; 

- Understanding the relationships between electronic communication and the molecular 

interactions responsible for self-assembly. (http://www.biosolenuti.gr)  

http://www.biosolenuti.gr/
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3. Preparation of the Event 

 

In order to ensure effective co-ordination and facilitate the organisation of the 

Workshop, three official meetings were organised, identifying and finalising the day to day 

activities of the event through an action plan.  

The first meeting was to distribute the preparatory work, while the other two to discuss and 

prepare the draft Agenda, examine the progress, and define the next action steps.  

 

Next to the meetings, both organisers carried out the following coordinated preparatory 

activities:  

 

 Identification of potential participants and speakers, as well as, areas of operation and 

expertise. Moreover, event key speakers included:  

- Representatives from the local public authorities and local government   

- Academics from the University, Department of Chemistry; 

- Researchers and experts from Research Organisations; 

- Scientific personnel working for the local industry (paint, materials, olive oil)  

- Representatives from Associations and Unions   

 Preparation and finalisation of the Agenda and Press Releases  

 Organisation and specification of the end-session round table of the Workshop 
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4. Main Conclusions   

 

The main general conclusions and aspects of the Workshop and the round table are 

presented in the following bullets:  

 

 Over 100 people from Academia and local Industry participated in the main Worksop, while 

20 graduates, technology and policy experts joined the 45 minutes round table at the end of 

the session.    

 The target group consisted of Academics, current and past university students, SMEs 

producing industrial chemicals, entrepreneurs and technology experts from the chemical 

sector, public and private authorities and development organisations, Media etc.   

 Interest of different-area participants to the topics of the Workshop, and interactive 

participation and collaboration among them. Students and graduates had the opportunity 

to exchange experiences and discuss with experts for recent and future industry needs, 

trends, forecasts etc.   

 It was recognised that the graduates of the Department of Chemistry of University of Crete 

receive high level of education with good prospects in the labour market.  

 Close and continuous University-Industry collaboration is necessary as it will keep study 

programmes and market needs updated, facilitating the process of students’ placement and 

other similar training activities.   

 Industry experts highlighted the need that, in many cases, university postgraduate studies 

should be more specialised and designed to cover and meet supplementary industry needs 

(examples include management and quality issues). 

 Representatives from Public authorities (Vice Prefecturer and Vice Mayor) stressed the 

importance of collaboration of local industry with the authorities in order to overcome 

bureaucratic barriers and facilitate the process of operational licensing and 

internationalisation of local industrial companies.   
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5. Annexes 

 

i. Speakers’ Presentations Links (in Greek) 

 

 κ. Αθανάζιος Κοσηζολέλος, Πρόεδρος Τμ. Χημείας, Πανεπιζηήμιο Κρήηης  

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Koutsolelos_UOC.pdf  

 Ο ρόλοσ του Χημικοφ ςτο επιχειρηματικό γίγνεςθαι 

κ. Σςιμποφκησ Δημήτριοσ, Διευθυντήσ, Βιομηχανία ΧΡΩΣΕΧ 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Tsimpoukis_ΧΡΩΣΕΧ.pdf   

 Καινοτομία - Βιομηχανία Σροφίμων και ο ρόλοσ του Χημικοφ  

κ. Νικόλαοσ Κατςαρόσ, Επιςτημονικόσ υνεργάτησ ςτο Ε.Κ.Ε.Φ.Ε. ΔΗΜΟΚΡΙΣΟ 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Katsaros_ΕΚΕΦΕ.pdf  

 κ. Μανόλησ Μιχελινάκησ, Ζνωςη Αγροτικών υνεταιριςμών Ηρακλείου 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/EASH.pdf  

 Επιχειρηματικότητα ςτο Επιςτημονικό Σεχνολογικό Πάρκο Κρήτησ 

κ. Αρτζμησ αϊτάκησ, Διευθυντήσ ΙΣΕ/ΕΣΕΠ-Κ 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Saitakis_STEPC.pdf  

 Πρόγραμμα ΙΑΡΡ : Νζεσ ευκαιρίεσ χρηματοδότηςησ μετακίνηςησ ερευνητών από και 

προσ τη βιομηχανία, ςτο πλαίςιο του Προγράμματοσ «ΑΝΘΡΩΠΟΙ», 7ο ΠΠ 

κ. Γιώργοσ Παπαμιχαήλ, τζλεχοσ ΙΣΕ/ΕΣΕΠ-Κ 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Papamichail_IAPP.pdf  

 Ευκαιρίεσ δικτφωςησ & ςυνεργαςίασ: Δίκτυο ΠΡΑΞΗ & Enterprise Europe Network 

Δρ. Απόςτολοσ Δημητριάδησ, φμβουλοσ Μεταφοράσ Σεχνολογίασ, ΙΣΕ/ Δίκτυο ΠΡΑΞΗ 

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/ADIMI.pdf  

http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Koutsolelos_UOC.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Koutsolelos_UOC.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Tsimpoukis_ΧΡΩΤΕΧ.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Tsimpoukis_ΧΡΩΤΕΧ.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Katsaros_ΕΚΕΦΕ.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Katsaros_ΕΚΕΦΕ.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/EASH.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/EASH.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Saitakis_STEPC.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Saitakis_STEPC.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Papamichail_IAPP.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Papamichail_IAPP.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/Papamichail_IAPP.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/ADIMI.pdf
http://www.stepc.gr/uploads/ADIMI.pdf
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ii. Participation List (In Greek)  
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iii. Invitation and Agenda (In Greek)  

 

Invitation 
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Agenda 
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iv. Press Releases (In Greek)  

 

Press Release 
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NEA KRITI Newspaper, http://www.neakriti.gr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.neakriti.gr/
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PATRIS Newspaper, http://www.patris.gr 

 

 

TOLMI Newspaper, http://www.tolmi.gr 

 

 

http://www.patris.gr/
http://www.tolmi.gr/
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v. Workshop Photos   
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Foundation for Research & Technology - Hellas (FORTH), GR  
http://www.forth.gr 
 
 
Science & Technology Park of Crete (STEP-C), GR 

 

http://www.stepc.gr 
 
 
University of Crete, GR 

 

http://www.uoc.gr 
 

http://www.forth.gr/
http://www.stepc.gr/
http://www.uoc.gr/

